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T R E K  20 16 
The entries are flowing in for next years event and as at the time of writing we have over 
50 people entered for the 2016 Trek to from Narrabri to Port Douglas.  It looks like Trek 
2016 will break through the magical  $25,000,000 in donations during the lead up to 
this years event, a truly amazing achievement by a great many people over the history of 
the Trek.  Well done to all concerned. 

To get to $25 million we need a further $851,591.08 and we encourage all Trekkers 
to get their entry forms and donations in as early as possible.  The $851k target is a great 
tool to use to talk to your sponsors about giving earlier, and maybe giving a little more, 
than normal, to help the RFDS achieve their goals.   

If we can hit the $851k milestone early, and get the money into the RFDS’ hands as 
quickly as we can, that’s where the donations will do the most good! 

T H E  20 16  T R IP  T O  T H E  T I P 
We only have 2 spots left for the 4WD event to Cape York; so if you want to come along 
on what will be the absolute trip of a lifetime, get your entries in now.  I have had a couple 
of people ring and say save me a spot, but the “first in best dressed” rule definitely applies. 

Don’t miss out – get that paperwork in today. 
M O T O R C Y C L E  E V E N T 
Yes, those rumours are correct, we are introducing a couple of complementary fund-
raising events into the RFDS 2016 calendar.  The first one is a motorcycle event – the 
“Bright Smiles Charity Ride” at the end of April. 

A bitumen-only event, all Bright Smiles donations will be 
specifically used to help fund the TOOTH Programme, 
delivering much needed dental care to rural Australians. 

The 2016 event will commence with a rider briefing, registrations 
and dinner at Wisemans Ferry on Thursday evening 28th April 
and we will overnight at Quirindi (Friday), Dubbo (Saturday), 
presentation dinner in Mudgee (Sunday) and will finish at 
lunchtime on Monday at Windsor, giving Sydney based riders 
plenty of time to get home in time to pick up the kids from school. 

The marketing brochure is currently with the RFDS for approval, 
and full event details and the brochure will be released hopefully later this week. 

Watch this space.  If you are interested in participating, or want me to add you to the 
mailing list, let me know. 
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VALE 
 
SAD NEWS 
The past few weeks have witnessed the passing of some very special people within the 
Trek community, and our thoughts and condolences go out to their friends and families. 

 

 

 GLEN GRAHAM 
John Graham’s Dad and best mate was taken late in October and was a frequent 
face at the Cockroaches fundraisers.   

The youngest of six children, Glen lost his own father at the age of two and this no 
doubt imbued in him the love of family that he exhibited throughout his life.  From 
rabbiter to soldier, from policeman to small business owner, Glen’s life was as full 
as it was long.   

Proudly from “the old school” Glen will be missed by all he came in contact with. 

 

 

PHIL SALTER 

Taken way too young at 64, Phil Salter will be remembered as much for his 
engaging smile as his contribution to charity and his love for his family and friends.  
The co-founder of the country’s largest direct marketing and communications group, 
Phil left an indelible mark on all he touched.   

Survived by his wife Christine and their six children Phil Salter’s passing has left a 
hole that will not be filled. 
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T R I B A L  W A R R IO R  &  P R IM E8  F U N D R A I S E R 
Extreme Sailing is a world-wide stadium racing event for 40’ catamarans.  The series is 
conducted at eight international locations, and the finals of the 2015 global series are 
being held on Sydney Harbour over 10 – 13 December. 

I’ll hand over to the PR guys from Extreme Sailing to give the event a plug: 

Now in its ninth season in 2015, the award-winning and adrenaline 
fuelled global series has given the sport of sailing a healthy 
dusting-off. Bringing the action to the public with Stadium Sailing, 
putting guests at the heart of the battle and dramatically increasing 
the pace on the water, the creators of the Extreme Sailing 
Series™ have set new standards, both in terms of high level 
competition and sporting entertainment.  Thousands of spectators 
are expected to line the waterfront at Mrs Macquaries Point to 
watch as the best in the business go head-to-head on a 
racecourse set between the Royal Botanic Gardens and Sydney 
Opera House on Farm Cove. 

The teams from Tribal Warrior & PRIME8 are selling tickets for the final afternoon of the 
series, on Sunday afternoon 13 December aboard their very own vessel the Mari Nawi.   

Fully licensed and able to accommodate 140 guests in comfort, you are assured of a front 
row position in the corporate viewing area off Mrs Macquarie’s Chair, with all the action 
contained right in front of you inside Farm Cove.   

With a pick-up at Circular Quay east at noon, and dropped back after the final race around 
6pm you will enjoy a fully catered (food & drinks) afternoon/early evening of fast paced 
sailing action aboard a purpose built charter vessel. 

The all-inclusive (food and drinks, thrills & spills) price is just $100 per head, family ticket 
$250, for the entire afternoon.  Yes you read that right – all your food & drinks, plus the 
entertainment – for $100.   PLUS - all proceeds go the RFDS. 

There will be a booking form circulated during the coming week, but to be guaranteed of a 
seat it is best you book with Marcia Atchison on MarciaA@dh-co.com.au or contact the 
Trek office. 

See you on board! 
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T R E K  20 15  –  S O M E  S P E C IA L  M E N T I O N S 
The problem with singling out people or groups for a special mention is that invariably the 
gremlins get in the system and someone gets left out.  Hopefully we won’t miss anybody 
out; 

• Just Cuts.  It simply wouldn’t be a Trek without the traditional Cut-A-Rama on the 
Saturday night, and a huge thank you goes out to Dennis McFadden in Car 123, 
and also the entire Just Cuts team.  The evening raised over $15,000 for the RFDS 
but equally importantly the night sets the scene for the fun-filled week to come. 

• Bundy Stop.  Always a Trek favourite, the Bundy Stop at Fords Bridge was no 
different this year, with the gentle aroma of bundy & coke wafting across the camp 
ground most of the evening.  The annual bundy mugs are collectors items, and a 
big congratulations to all from Car 3333 plus helpers for raising $6,129 for the 
RFDS. 

• Fun Bags.  Lots of items were donated by a wide-ranging group of people, too 
many to mention, BUT the fun bags were all pulled together by Carol O’Shea and 
Narelle Goiser – the PINK LADIES from Car #40.  A huge amount of work that 
raised more than $5,000.  Well done to all donors, and a great THANK YOU to the 
Pink Ladies & helpers. 

• Chemist Outlet water.  Bottled water at the start line is exactly what we are all 
looking forward to, and it was donated this year by Niels Bowen.  The pallet was 
freighted FOC to Mildura by Lake Boga Transport, with a big thank you to Roger 
Pickering, and full marks to Niels & the Chemist Outlet team.  Over $3,200 was 
raised from the water sales! 

• CX Coffee.  Carl Seaver had problems with his car on the way to the start line but 
that didn’t stop him completing the Trek and providing freshly brewed coffee along 
the way.  A new initiative for the Trek, and a great success, Carl likes to play down 
how much hard work & logistics went into providing the ingredients needed, but 
provide them he did.  And raised a very handy $2,420.20 for The Doctor. 

• Kennards Hire & Allen Besseling.  Big Al hasn’t been able to come on the Trek for 
a few years, but that hasn’t stopped him helping out wherever he can, and Trek 
2015 was no different.  The toilets and Bar-B-Q’s at Fords Bridge were provided by 
Kennards Hire, and trucked all the way from Sydney by Allen and father Col.  
Thanks for your help. 
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S P E C IA L  M E N T I O N S  C O N T.  . .  . .  . .  
 

• Adrian & James Service and the Black Betty team.  Being unable to get away from 
work for the full Trek this year didn’t stop Adrian and James coming out to spend a 
couple of nights with us at Fords Bridge and Narrabri.  And at the same time, drop 
off cheques to the RFDS for a cool $20,500!  That’s right, they didn’t enter their car, 
but still donated $20k.  How good is that, well done to all concerned. 

• Syd Howard has regretfully (some would say tearfully) sold his beloved Car 37, and 
very generously donated all of the proceeds of the sale to the RFDS.  Thank you 
and well done Syd!  Looking forward to seeing you in the Mustang in 2016. 

• Kevin & Lyn Englefield, and the entire KEWGS Family. It took a great deal of 
trouble, effort and considerable expense to take their business out of action for 
several days to prepare the premises for the Trek start, but it proved to be well 
worth the effort.  This year was voted as one of the best start liness we can 
remember.  The RFDS is lucky to have you guys on their side – thank you Kevin & 
Lyn. 

 

L O O K IN G  F O R  A N  A U S S I E  V 8 
We have a Virgin who is looking for a Trek ready car, and he specifically wants an Aussie 
V8.  It might currently be disguised as a car with six-cylinder motor that could be 
repowered, who knows.  If you have a suitable car drop me a line. 
S L E E P  A P N O E A  A N D  T E N T S 
With Christmas just around the corner, those Trekkers who rely on mechanical help for 
sleeping should start throwing out hints for a battery converter for their current machine, or 
perhaps a brand new portable machine.  Just Google it – there are lots of options. 

There is no longer a need to miss out on camping nights when you are equipped with the 
correct machinery!   

R E A R  W I N D O W  A N D  N U M B E R S  

A number of people have commented to the Trek office since Byron Bay that there needs 
to be more discipline around the identifying numbers on rear windows. 

Please make sure that your vehicle is easily identifiable to vehicles approaching from 
behind by having your car number in white letters 150 mm high. 
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S O C IA L  M E D I A 
You might know it as Facebook or LinkedIn or blogging, perhaps Instagram or Twitter, or 
you might not know it at all.  But whatever your thoughts and opinions, social media is 
here to stay and the future of our fundraising activities for the RFDS will become more 
dependant upon it as time passes. 

The generation behind us are hooked deeply into communicating via their smart phones 
and tablets, and we will be ramping up our marketing and communications in this area to 
maintain our relevance and to make contact with the next generation of Trekkers. 

The Trek Facebook and Instagram pages have a modest number of followers, and we will 
be calling on all Trekkers to not only “like” our pages, but also to share our pages with your 
own network of contacts and friends. 

It all becomes quite straightforward after you take the initial plunge, and I will put together 
a couple of instruction pages in the coming days to help you on your way. 

S O C IA L  M E D I A  #  H A S H T A G S  

Users of social media will be aware of the method of the use of hashtags to group topics of 
interest across platforms.  Again, I will explain this a little more in the instruction pages that 
I create, but if you are using Facebook, LinkedIn or Instagram (or others) please use the 
hashtag – “ #outbackcartrek “ for all your posts.  That way we can link everybody’s 
efforts together. 

F I N A N C I A L  A S S I S T A N C E  A V A I L A B L E 
It has been discussed that perhaps some cars might need a little help with their 
fundraising efforts in their first year or two, until they get an established network of 
supporters.  If this applies to someone in your network, or if you know of a potential Virgin 
who is holding back because they don’t have enough contacts to raise the minimum 
donation, please give me a call and we will see what we can do to help them. 

This may also apply to veteran Trekkers who have left the workforce, and after many 
years of Trekking are struggling to make the minimum donation. 

To be clear - there won’t be any “free rides”, but we are happy to invest in people to 
ensure the future of the Trek.  I have set up a committee to assess any requests for 
assistance, and all such requests will be handled with discretion. 
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R A IS IN G  M O N E Y  V I A  T H E  W E B 
Donations are not always easy to come by, so the easier you can make it for people to 
contribute the better.  More efficiently utilising your network of family and friends is one of 
those ways, and that’s where Everyday Hero comes in. 

The Trek has an “umbrella” account with Everyday Hero, and it is easy to open a page 
under that umbrella for your car.  You can write your own story, and load up your own 
photo.  It is then a simple matter to use email to let all of your contacts, family, friends, 
colleagues, suppliers, customers, etc. know of your fundraising efforts, and ask them to 
make a donation over the web. 

To start off your own page, go to https://everydayhero.com.au/event/outbackcartrek2016 
and click on the “START FUNDRAISING” button. 

It’s that simple.  If you ned any help, give me a call and I can talk you through it. 

THE TREK AND MEDIA COVERAGE 
Each time we get together we get comments that we don’t seem to get enough media 
coverage for our efforts. 

In an effort to fix that, the RFDS have come forward and are keen to work with Trekkers to 
create specific interest stories that can be tailored for your local newspapers, local radio 
stations, etc. and then distributed across the media networks. 

This offer has been made in each of the last three newsletters, without any take-up from 
the Trek community at all.  Not one person has come forward. 

To get coverage the RFDS needs YOU TO HELP. 
If you have a fundraiser coming up in the next 6 months, or if you simply want to tell your 
story to your local community, drop me a line and we will get the ball rolling.   

The RFDS have talented people who can wordsmith your story; we simply need your input. 

20 16  -  O V E R N I G H T  A T  K A R U M B A  P O IN T 
Please note, the Trek will be enjoying sunset cocktails, beers & barramundi and AUCTION 
NIGHT at the Sunset Tavern in Karumba Point.  Right on the water. 

Karumba Point and the Sunset Tavern are not to be confused with the Karumba Lodge 
Hotel, which is at Karumba and nearly 10 km’s away. 

Don’t book accommodation or camping at Karumba, book at Karumba Point. 
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S H E R A T O N  P O R T  D O U G L A S 
The Sheraton will donate to the RFDS 10% of all accommodation revenue from the Trek 
group.  Please make sure that when you book, your booking is attached to the Trek group 
booking, so the RFDS can get a little extra. 

E N T E R I N G  T H E  20 16  T R E K 
If you want to download the entry form from the web the link to hit on is 

 www.outbackcartrek.com.au and click on the “how to enter” tab on the road sign on the 
left hand side of the web page. 

Or ring me up and ask me to mail you a copy   

 
PORT DOUGLAS:  
N.B.  The Sheraton people are donating back to the RFDS 10% of all accommodation 
bookings! 

Room bookings can be done over the web using a dedicated Sheraton/Trek web page.  
Get in early, some room types are in danger of being booked out early. 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/Theoutbackcartrekgaladinner 

Make sure you take advantage of our group booking discount, the negotiated rates are: 

Room Type Room Rate Only 

Mirage Resort Room $255.00 

Lagoon Room $310.00 

Mirage Studio Suite $410.00 

Breakfast is a full buffet breakfast, served in the Lagoon Restaurant.  
Breakfast is $25 per person, reduced from $39 for our group. 

The management of the Sheraton Port Douglas have announced that 
10% of all accommodation booked as a result of our event will be 
donated to the RFDS!!! 

 

Please make every effort to stay at the Sheraton.  It’s a great spot, and has recently 
undergone a major renovation just in time for our arrival.  

CEVA 

The booking form for CEVA is located later in this newsletter.  Get your booking in early. 
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V E T E R A N  L O O K IN G  F O R  A  C O-D R IV E R  
 

Barry Parks is still looking for a co-driver for 2016 Trek: 

I am looking to do the trek 2016 and I am also 
looking for a co-driver/partner. After next year’s 
trek I will put the car on the market.  However if 
there is anyone interested in taking over the car 
and me for this trek I would be in that also. 

Not sure how to translate that to trek tripe but 
the main focus is to find a partner for this 
coming Trek. 

Barry Parks 

0425 275 097 or bpparks@tpg.com.au 

 

 

T1  G e ts Pe n sio n e d O ff… .  
After more than 150,000 klms of dirt roads, T1 was replaced last month.  There is a fair bit of 
work that gets performed to a new T1 to make it Trek ready (bull bars, spare wheel carriers, 
shelves & racks etc.), which add to the weight of the vehicle.  Which means that my Land Cruiser 
requires a GVM upgrade to make it street legal when it is fully loaded. 

A GVM upgrade isn’t cheap, especially when you want the best to take you into the outback with 
reliability.  That’s where the people from Lovells Springs came to the party. 

They DONATED the 3,800 kg upgrade kit, which includes heavy duty front & rear coil springs, 
long travel gas shockies, compliance plates and much much more.  And fitted it too. 

Another good reason to go to Lovells when you need help with your Trek car. 

To find a Lovells distributer near you visit the website at http://www.lovellsauto.com.au/dist.php 
or maybe ring Trekker & Sweep Jason Greentree at Windsor on 02 4776 1514.   
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AND REM EM B ER 

ONLY  194  MORE SLEEPS !! 
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THE 2016 FLYING DOCTOR OUTBACK CAR TREK 
CEVA CAR CARRYING – BOOKING SHEET 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 11TH 2016 

DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM TO THE TREK OFFICE 
EMAIL TO emma.wallace@cevalogistics.com 

FAX TO 08 8347 2085      PHONE 08 8348 5860 
 

Consignors Name ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Consignors Contact   M _______________        W ________________ 
 
 
Destination Depot _______________________________________ 

	  
	  

FROM	   TO	   Per	  Car	  

Port	  Douglas	  
Sydney	   $	  	  990	  
Melbourne	   $1,530	  
Brisbane	   $1,100	  

	  
These	  prices	  exclude	  GST	  and	  any	  fuel	  surcharge	  that	  might	  apply	  in	  June,	  
and	  are	  for	  vehicles	  within	  the	  following	  maximum	  dimensions:	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  L	  5.2m,	  W	  1.9m,	  H	  2.1m.	  
Prices	  for	  over	  height	  vehicles	  on	  application	  to	  Emma	  Wallace,	  contact	  
details	  above.	  
PLEASE	  NOTE:	  	  

• Flammable	  liquids	  and	  Dangerous	  Goods	  will	  not	  be	  moved	  with	  the	  
vehicle.	  	  

• The	  front	  seats	  of	  the	  vehicle	  must	  be	  empty	  of	  personal	  effects	  and	  
spare	  parts	  so	  the	  driver	  has	  complete	  access	  and	  complete	  vision.	  
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Vehicle	  Rego:	  ______________________________	  Trek	  Number:_______________________	  
	  
	  
Vehicle	  Make:	  ______________________________	  Vehicle	  Model:	  ______________________	  

	  
	  
Does	  the	  vehicle	  have	  any	  attachments	  to	  the	  roof:	  	  	  	  	  	  YES	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NO	  
	  
	  
If	  yes,	  please	  specify	  attachments	  and	  height:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________	  
	  
	  
____________________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  
	  
	  
PAYMENT	  DETAILS	  	  
	  
Card	  Type:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ___________________________________________	  
	  
Card	  Number:	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________	  
	  
Expiry	  Date:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ____________________________________________	  
	  
Cardholder	  Name	  &	  Signature:	  ___________________________________________	  

	  
	  
NB:	  All	  CEVA	  depots	  are	  open	  Monday	  to	  Friday	  8am	  to	  4pm	  
	  
	  
CEVA	  USE:	  
	  
Booking	  Number:	  	  
	  
Confirmation	  Sent	  (Date	  and	  Forum):	  

 


