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G O O D  NEW S  -  $ 25,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  I S  G E T T I N G  C L O S E R 
We anticipate that by the time all Trekkers have made their second 
instalment, due on April 1st that we should be very close to passing the 
cumulative $25,000,000 donations mark. 

$25 Million is a wonderful achievement, and each and every one of the 
2,948 people who have participated in a Trek since the first event in 
1990 should be very very proud. 

Thanks to all participants, families, donors, sponsors and helpers.  The 
people of rural & remote Australia are fortunate to have you on their 
side. 

W H E R E  D O E S  T H E  M O N E Y  G O 
In the next edition of Trek Tripe we will be releasing the destination of the funds you raise 
for the RFDS, by Section and by program.  NSW & Victoria are the largest recipients of 
Trek funds, and we have been working with both of those sections to present a 
commentary on the application of your donations. 

Lots of exciting things are being done with the money raised, with some very tangible 
outcomes! 
A R E  Y O U  U P  T O  D A T E  W I T H  Y O U R  D O N A T IO N S? 
We know exactly what it’s like when your donors don’t run to the same timetable that you 
do, but please keep the pressure on to make sure that you are up to date with your 
donation commitment.  The first instalment was due on 15th January and the second 
instalment is due on April 1st. 

At the time of writing this newsletter, there are a number of cars who have not yet fully 
paid the first instalment, so please make every effort to catch up J 
G E T  Y O U R  E N T R IE S  I N 
If you are coming on the Trek, and you haven’t yet submitted your entry form, you are in 
real danger of missing out. Please – GET YOUR ENTRY FORM IN! 
S Y D N E Y  S A F E T Y  C H E C K  D A Y 
Once more Robert Hodges has agreed to open up his workshop for the Safety Check Day, 
which will be held on Sunday April 17th from 8 am, last car 11 am.   

See you at Tyrepower Dural, Corner of Sebastion Drive and New Line Rd, opposite 
Hungry Jacks.  Since last year there has been a set of traffic lights installed at that corner, 
making right hand turns a whole lot easier & safer. 

$25,000,000 
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S T R A T E G Y  S T E E R I N G  C O M M IT T E E 
Since we held the Trek strategy meeting at Phillips Foote last year, quite a bit of work has 
been done to start preparing the Trek for the challenges of the future. 

We held a strategy “think tank” workshop in Sydney in October with 10 Trekkers and four 
RFDS senior managers, and from that meeting a strategy map was developed, with 12 
month (November 2016) milestones together with a 5 year plan for the Trek. 

A 7 man steering committee has been formed, consisting of Scott Chapman, Mike Browne, 
Grant Hodgetts, Peter Mattick, Brendon Smyth and Lachie Paramor. 

The committee has held its first meeting, and we will start to feed out to the wider Trek 
community our goals and a progress report. Watch this space !!! 

RFDS  CEO S  O N  T H E  T R E K 
This year we will have the pleasure of the company of the three Eastern Seaboard CEOs 
of the RFDS. 

Nino De Marco is the CEO of Queensland Section, and will be tag-teaming the driving with 
South Eastern Section CEO Greg Sam in a Peugeot 504.  Nino will drive Sydney/Narrabri/ 
Cloncurry, and will do a driver change with Greg in Cloncurry, who will continue on to Port 
Douglas.   Scott Chapman is the CEO of Victorian Section and will be driving the whole 
way.  Scott will be piloting my trusty 1967 Toyota Crown station wagon, picking it up in 
Sydney on his way to the start line in Narrabri. 

A big welcome to these three gentlemen, we promise to look after you in grand Trek style. 

R I C H A R D  A L D E R  W O U L D  L I K E  A  L I F T  T O  P T  D O U G L A S  

Who is Richard Alder I hear you ask?  Richard is a member of the Board of the RFDS in 
Western Australia, and is WA’s delegate to the RFDS National Federation Board.  And an 
all round good bloke. 

Richard is a firm believer that the Trek and the RFDS need to work more closely together 
on both a Section & National level, and is in regular contact with participants of the Trek, 
and the Trek Steering Committee.  Having heard so many good things about the Trek over 
the years, Richard is keen to come along and experience the fun of the event first hand.  
He is looking for a spot in a car/support for the 2016 event, if anybody has a spare seat. 

Richard isn’t looking for a free ride; he is prepared to pay his way.  Richard is, however, 
the first person to admit he’s not terribly mechanically minded, although I believe he knows 
his way around a first aid kit.  On the up-side he is well-mannered, enjoys a drink around 
the campfire, and comes fully house trained. 

If anybody can spare a seat for Richard it would be greatly appreciated. 
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Y E S  I T  H A S  B E E N  R A IN IN G 
Just about everywhere in Queensland has received drenching rain in the past month, a 
handy follow up from the rains that were widespread before Christmas. 

Just to the north of Winton were reports of 11” of rain on the old scale, and falls of >100 ml 
are common across the entire state.  Mike Browne & I left to go on our Survey a few 
weeks ago, but got turned back at the day 2 lunch stop. 

Which all means that the rains will be exhausted, the sun will be shining, the roads will be 
dry and the wide open (normally brown) plains will be a lush green during early June. 
F U E L  D I S T A N C E S 
This year there will be at least one, possibly two, 600 kilometre days without fuel.  Most 
Trek cars these days should be built to handle 600k days, if yours isn’t you still have 
enough time to add on an extra fuel tank or two. 
C H IL L I  M U D D Y’ S  A T  K A R U M B A  PO INT 
Karumba POINT (that’s right, Karumba POINT not Karumba) is the only town on the Gulf 
of Carpentaria that is actually on the water.  The other towns are separated from the water 
by miles (sounds better than kilometres) of mangroves.  Plus Karumba POINT is the home 
of some of the best mud crab fishing you will ever find, with much of the catch destined for 
next-day delivery to the southern capitals. 

We are taking orders for people who want to swap their Trek meal to a Chilli Mud Crab 
meal, at the prevailing market price.  Once I have an idea of volume, we can work with the 
Muddy Man to sharpen his pencil for us. 

The system will work like this: 

·  Let me know by return email what your order is – use the form later in this 
newsletter 

·  I will contact the supplier, see what we can do on price 
·  I will confirm to you if there are enough Muddy’s to go around 
·  If not, a ballot will be conducted by an independent (trustworthy) authority 
·  When you get to Karumba Point – hook in! 

If, after the Sydney drinks night you let me know your Muddy order, please re-confirm your 
order using the form later in the newsletter. 
V I C T O R I A N  S A V E  T H E  D A T E 
The Victorian RFDS “Going The Distance” Dinner will be held on Thursday 18th August in 
the Plaza Ballroom.  The 2015 Dinner was a fantastic event, and if you would like to attend 
this year’s event, please let me know ASAP.  Tickets go on sale shortly, and if last year is 
anything to go by, they will sell out quickly. 
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CEV A   
Last week CEVA told me they only had 20 cars registered for transporting home, which 
seems very low.  Following on from previous years I had estimated that around 70 cars 
would be travelling home by truck. 

If you are going to book your car with CEVA, please let them know now, or they simply 
won’t have enough trucks. 
S H E R A T O N  P O R T  D O U G L A S 
The Sheraton Mirage still have rooms left, AND THEY ARE DONATING 10% OF ALL 
ROOM BOOKINGS TO THE RFDS. 

If you are having trouble getting the rooms you want, contact Jenna Johnston via email on 
Jenna.Johnston@sheraton.com and Jenna will help you out. 
D O C  M A CK A Y 
Doc MacKay from Car 74 is, amongst other things, the club Doctor for Eastwood Rugby.   
Doc often has a couple of spare seats for Waratahs games, and passes them on to me for 
distribution amongst the Trek community. 

If you would like to be on my contact list for Waratahs tickets, please let me know. 

Thanks Doc – very generous of you. 
T T T T T  N E W S L E T T E R 
If you are coming along on the Cape York Adventure (aka TTTTT) you should have 
received a Newsletter at the end of February, and you will be receiving another Newsletter 
this week. 

However – if you are coming to Cape York and you did not receive the last Newsletter, 
please let me know.  You might not be on the mailing list. 
A U C T I O N  I T E M S 
HELP NEEDED. 

The Trek auction nights are always a lot of fun, and raise a large amount of money for the 
RFDS.  We again need items of all shapes and sizes, across all budgets, for the auction 
nights this year.  Please let me know what you can beg, borrow (or steal) to donate to the 
auctions.  As is the practice, the amount of money any item you donate raises is credited 
to your car, but cannot be used as part of the minimum donation for your car. 

Grog and accommodation have been highly sought after items in recent years. 

 



	

	 5	

The Outback Car Trek 
27 years of proudly raising funds for the Royal Flying Doctor Service  

PO Box 789 Round Corner NSW 2158 
0418 626 799   -   billp@outbackcartrek.com.au 

Trek Tripe 
The Newsletter of the  

Outback Car Trek 
Issue 21st March 2016 

 

C A R S  F O R  S A L E 
There has been a lot of activity in this area, too much to keep the classifieds newsletter up 
to date.  With several cars having been sold over the past month or so, if you are looking 
for a car, let me know your preferences and budget and I will help you find one. 
U P C O M IN G  F U N D R A I S I N G  E V E N T S 
 

John Gorman & Rob Lanham’s ever-popular Mini-Trek is on 8/9/10 April and will travel 
from Wilberforce, Mudgee, Jenolan Caves and finish at Mittagong.  Always a lot of fun, 
and family friendly, contact Rob at roblee81094@gmail.com or John at 
emuautotrim@hotmail.com for details 

 

North Curl Curl Surf Club is the place to be on May 7th for the 
Team CX Dinner.  The night is always sold out early so reserve the 
date now in your diary, and let Carl Seaver on carlseaver@me.com 
know you’re coming. 

 

B R I G H T  S M I L E S  C H A R IT Y  R I D E 
We now have passed the minimum number of entries 
needed for the Bright Smiles Charity Ride, but we still need 
more people to come along and enjoy the fun. 

Targeted at people who might be time poor, the BSCR will 
commence at Wisemans Ferry with a welcome dinner and 
rider briefing on Thursday 28th April, and finish at Windsor at 
lunchtime on Monday 2nd May. 

All donations from the Ride will go to the RFDS TOOTH 
Program, so if you are able to come along you will be 
making a significant contribution to the people of the 
Outback.  You might also have a family member, friend, 
colleague, etc. who rides a bike as well? 

Drop me a line, give me a call, let’s all do what we can to get more people along on the 
BSCR to raise money for this very important health initiative for remote Australians. 

  

SOLD	
OUT!!	
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A  H E L P I N G  H A N D 
Don’t forget that we are happy to talk to younger teams, potential Virgins, etc. to ease their 
way into becoming Trekkers.  That helping hand might be mechanical or financial. 

If you know someone who fits the bill, maybe just needs a little help or some mentoring, 
drop me a line and I can look after the rest. 

(And don’t forget, if you’re now out of the workforce but need a little help to make sure you 
can keep Trekking, give me a call.) 

F A C E B O O K E R S  &  L I N K E D I N N E R S,  I N S T A G R A M M E R S  &  
T W I T T E R E R S 
Good to see the activity levels increasing around the Trek pages, 

If you haven’t yet done so, please join Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram, and “friend” the 
Trek pages. 

 

 

AND REM EM B ER 

ONLY  75  MORE SLEEPS !! 
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I WANT A CHILLI MUDDY PLEASE 
(if there are enough to go around) 

 
 

 

Please charge the market price to my 

MasterCard,  Visa  (please circle)    

Trek car number        _ _ _ _ 

How many Muddy’s for your team  _ _ _ _ 

 

 (I understand that stocks are limited and I won’t get cranky if my name doesn’t get pulled 
out in the ballot). 

 

Card Number;       _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ 
 
Name on card _____________________________________  

 

Expiry date ___________  Signature	_________________________	

	

Name for receipt purposes 	____________________________________	
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PAYMENT of DONATIONS BY CREDIT CARD 

 
 

 

Donations may be paid on: 

MasterCard,  Visa  (please circle)    

Trek car number you are sponsoring             _ _ _ _ 

 

Card Number;       _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ 
 
Name on card _____________________________________  

 

Expiry date ___________  Signature	_________________________	

	

Name for receipt purposes 	____________________________________	

	

Donation																					$____________ 

 

 
 



	

	 9	

The Outback Car Trek 
27 years of proudly raising funds for the Royal Flying Doctor Service  

PO Box 789 Round Corner NSW 2158 
0418 626 799   -   billp@outbackcartrek.com.au 

Trek Tripe 
The Newsletter of the  

Outback Car Trek 
Issue 21st March 2016 

 
  
 

THE 2016 FLYING DOCTOR OUTBACK CAR TREK 
CEVA CAR CARRYING – BOOKING SHEET 
SATURDAY AFTERNOON JUNE 11TH 2016 

DO NOT RETURN THIS FORM TO THE TREK OFFICE 
EMAIL TO emma.wallace@cevalogistics.com 

FAX TO 08 8347 2085      PHONE 08 8348 5860 
 

Consignors Name ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Consignors Contact   M _______________        W ________________ 
 
 
Destination Depot _______________________________________ 

	
	

FROM	 TO	 Per	Car	

Port	Douglas	
Sydney	 $		990	
Melbourne	 $1,530	
Brisbane	 $1,100	

	
These	prices	exclude	GST	and	any	fuel	surcharge	that	might	apply	in	June,	
and	are	for	vehicles	within	the	following	maximum	dimensions:	
														L	5.2m,	W	1.9m,	H	2.1m.	
Prices	for	over	height	vehicles	on	application	to	Emma	Wallace,	contact	
details	above.	
PLEASE	NOTE:		

• Flammable	liquids	and	Dangerous	Goods	will	not	be	moved	with	the	
vehicle.		

• The	front	seats	of	the	vehicle	must	be	empty	of	personal	effects	and	
spare	parts	so	the	driver	has	complete	access	and	complete	vision.	
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Vehicle	Rego:	______________________________	Trek	Number:_______________________	
	
	
Vehicle	Make:	______________________________	Vehicle	Model:	______________________	

	
	
Does	the	vehicle	have	any	attachments	to	the	roof:						YES									NO	
	
	
If	yes,	please	specify	attachments	and	height:							____________________________________	
	
	
____________________________________________________________________________________________	

	
	
	
PAYMENT	DETAILS		
	
Card	Type:												___________________________________________	
	
Card	Number:						____________________________________________	
	
Expiry	Date:										____________________________________________	
	
Cardholder	Name	&	Signature:	___________________________________________	

	
	
NB:	All	CEVA	depots	are	open	Monday	to	Friday	8am	to	4pm	
	
	
CEVA	USE:	
	
Booking	Number:		
	
Confirmation	Sent	(Date	and	Forum):	

 


