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20 16  D O N A T IO N S  

We have a final pledge of $15,000 that is guaranteed is to be paid today.  When that $15k 
comes in the donations total for the 2016 Trek will be: 

 

$1,510,169.98 
 

A big thank you also to all of your families, friends, sponsors and donors - a resounding 
WELL DONE to all concerned.   

This year, more than ever, has been a tough year to obtain commitments from donors, and 
reaching the $1.5 million mark reflects the high regard the Flying Doctor is held in the 
community, both city and country alike.  And of course the hard work that Trekkers put into 
raising the funds. 

When the final pledge is banked the RFDS will provide confirmation of the split of 
donation’s between the Sections, and we will be able to announce highest cars and team 
results. 

Well done again, and thank you for all your hard work. 

C U M U L A T I V E  D O N A T IO N S  T O T A L  

This year’s donations tally brings the cumulative donations for all Treks to a whopping 

 

$25,658,578.90 
 

$25 million is an enormous amount of money by any measure, 
and it is money that has been put to very good use by the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service.  With 795 patient contacts per 
day, that means that the RFDS provides a service to one 
patient every two minutes. 

The people who live and travel in rural and remote Australia 
are more reliant on the Flying Doctor now, than ever before. 
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P O R T  M A C Q U A R IE  A T T R A C T I O N S  

“The most livable coastal town in NSW” – that’s Port Macquarie according to a recent 
tourism survey.  

In the next 10 days we will be mailing out a package that contains tourist information about 
Port Macquarie.  Port is the absolute “hidden gem” of the NSW mid north coast, and has 
recently overtaken (the better known) Coffs Harbour in a number of key tourism awards 
and statistics, including number of visits, overnight stays, and visitor satisfaction indices.   

Why wait for the mail to turn up?  Visit  http://www.portmacquarieinfo.com.au/  for 
information about what to see and do when you are in town. 

When looking for accommodation, remember that many hotels and motels don’t release 
their stock to the popular web booking sites for holiday weekends until much closer to the 
dates.  Rather than give away commissions to the web sites they try and sell them 
themselves.  In other words, just because what you are looking for isn’t on one of the 
popular booking portals, doesn’t mean there isn’t plenty of accommodation available. 

20 17  E N T R Y  F O R M S  A R E  S T A R T I N G  T O  R O L L  I N 
We now have 37 people entered into the 2017 Trek, and we encourage you to get your 
entry in as ASAP, before the Christmas rush.  We will be undergoing our second survey in 
the next few weeks and we want to be able to give the people we are talking to a good 
idea regarding the numbers of people and cars that they will be feeding and watering 
during Trek week. 

An entry form is attached, or you can download the form from the new-look Trek website. 

 
 
 
R Y D G E S  H O T E L S  &  R E S O R T S 
The Rydges Hotels & Resorts group have been great supporters of the Trek over the past 
28 years, with Norman Rydge being one of only 4 people who took part in every one of the 
first 25 Treks.  Norman decided to retire from Trekking after his 85th birthday, but he is still 
keeps in regular contact with the Trek office, and continues to donate to the RFDS. 

Rydges have made available to Trekkers an exclusive package (as outlined in the last 
newsletter), and it is repeated over the page: 
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Rydges Port Macquarie has got you covered with an exclusive package.  

Stay two nights over the June Long Weekend and receive a 5% discount, or stay three 
nights over the June Long Weekend and receive 10% discount, off your accommodation. 
A complimentary glass of sparkling wine for the lady PLUS Rydges Port Macquarie will 
donate 5% of the accommodation amount to The Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

To take up their exclusive offer simply contact Rydges Port Macquarie on (02) 6589 2888 
and Quote “The Outback Car Trek”.   This offer is only available by booking direct with 
Rydges Port Macquarie, it is not available for bookings made via other methods. 

 

They will sell out quickly, so I suggest you get in early. 
S A V E  T H E  D A T E  -  R E V I V A L  L U N C H,  S U N D A Y  11 T H J U N E  

Rydges, and the Beach House Hotel, neighboring establishments right on the water in 
downtown Port Macquarie, will be running a “revival lunch” for Trekkers and their families 
& friends on the Sunday of the long weekend. More details of what they have planned for 
us will be contained in future newsletters.  A portion of the proceeds from the lunch will be 
going to the Flying Doctor. 

G O L F  D A Y S 
More information to come, but save the dates for a couple of upcoming golf days: 

• The Cockroaches day is on February 7th at Penrith Golf Club 
• Gormo’s annual event is again at Dunheved Golf Course on 14th March 
•  

The Victorian Black Cavalier team Car #1966 ran their golf day on Friday 18th November, 
with a full field of 120 guests.  The star of the event was Johnny Didj who donated one of 
his marvellous pieces of art work, and also made his didgeridoo sing at the after golf 
function. Johnny’s painting was auctioned and sold after heavy bidding for $2,250. He was 
the proudest person in Australia for being able to contribute this money to the RFDS, a 
cause very close to his heart.   

As well as creating enormous awareness about the RFDS amongst a group that are 
mainly city dwellers, the day made $31,500 for the RFDS.  Well done to Barry, Laurie & 
David, plus helpers. 

M I N I  T R E K  

More details to follow, but save the 24th 25th and 26th of March for John Gorman’s mini trek. 
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D R IV E  4 X4  T H E  D O C  V I C T O R I A 
The inaugural Drive 4x4 The Doc Victoria was very well received, with everybody having a 
great time travelling some of the trails & tracks of the Victorian High Country and the lower 
south west of Gippsland.  It was good to see lots of couples come along, and they 
certainly appreciated the “no camping” theme.  Plenty of glorious scenery and masses of 
good tucker was the order of the day.  Next year we are going to perform a weigh in of all 
participants on the welcome evening, then put everybody on the scales again on the 
Sunday afternoon! 

Designed to be attractive to a “new crowd” of participants as well as appealing to current 
Trekkers, the event raised $25,757 for the RFDS Victorian Section. 

The next Drive 4x4 The Doc Victoria will commence at Marysville on Wedneday 15th 
November 2017. 

D R IV E  4 X4  T H E  D O C  NSW  
The dates are still to be locked in, but we will be running the Drive 4x4 The Doc event 
close to Sydney in eaither late September, or October.  We will let you know dates ASAP.  
Couples friendly, numbers will be limited to 25 4WD’s, and we will overnight in towns that 
will have enough motel/pub accommodation for everybody.  Unless you want to swag it? 
B R I G H T  S M I L E S  C H A R IT Y  R I D E 
The 2017 BSCR dates have been set: 

 

Thursday 27/4/17 Wisemans Ferry welcome dinner and briefing 

Friday 28/4/17 Coolah, the home of the Black Stump 

Saturday 29/4/17 Dubbo, with a visit & drinks at the RFDS Base, 
home of the Dental Program 

Sunday 30/4/17 Orange, with our awards dinner held that night 

Monday 1/5/17 
Finish at Richmond at lunchtime 

 

 
C A R S  F O R  S A L E 
We put a classifieds edition of Trek Tripe up on the website a few weeks back, and I know 
that a couple of those cars have already found new owners.  Not all cars are advertised, 
so if you are looking to sell or buy, let me know and I will see what I can do for you.  
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REM EM B ER 
 

ONLY  186 MORE SLEEPS !! 

 

 


