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2018 DONATIONS TOTAL 
The final audited total of the 2018 Trek stands at $1,486,996.89 which is 
another sensational fundraising effort, and a huge WELL DONE goes out to all concerned. 
Congratulations to all participants, their families, colleagues, sponsors and donors for raising 
such a significant amount of money for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 
The cumulative amount of donations raised over the past 29 Treks amounts to $28.3 million, 
setting us a goal of $1.7 million to achieve our target of $30 million for next year’s 30th Trek. 

TOP 5 TEAM AND INDIVIDUAL RESULTS 

 

ROOKIES OF THE YEAR 

Car 145 – Matt Tosolini, Mick Vickers, Adam Rodwell, Paul Clancy - $12,541.03 
ALLOCATION TO SECTIONS 

 
 
 

Total S-East Qld Vic Central Ops Western Ops

$1,486,996.89 $1,161,319.75 $46,166.96 $192,061.85 $85,448.33 $2,000.00

Team Total Raised

Team AV8 $215,337.68

Team Cobber $167,242.43

Matsal $123,258.00

Team CX $78,299.47

Muttonbirds $75,401.91

CX16, CX25, CX111, CX333, F250, 
XCX

9, 11, 609, X9, X11, X609

V8, 89, 151, 152, 24/7, 1100, 
X89, X150, X24/7, X1100

08, 50, 88, 888, 
8888, X08, X888

Car Numbers

14, 18, 55, 7476

Vehicle Crew Donations

888 David Hicks, Warwick Johnson $136,770.00 

609 Paul Brennan, Ant Colreavy $58,500.00 

55 Michael Neil, Geoff Vaughan $47,750.00 

 X150 David Meyer, Michael McCourt $45,631.13 

 9K9
John Gorman, Greg Lemmon, 
Rob Lanham

$36,278.27 

 “Trek Tripe” 
Issue 31 October 2018 
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2018 PHOTO & VIDEO DVD’S 
I am hopeful of receiving the photography & video master disks this week, meaning I can get 
them reproduced and out to everybody over the next 14 days.  Apologies for the delay. 

THE 30TH TREK TARGETS $30 MILLION 
To achieve the target of $30,000,000 over 30 Treks, we will need to 
raise just shy of $1.7 million on Trek 2019.  Our previous best efforts in 
a single year have been $1.667 million (twice), $1.600 million, and 
$1.578 million.   
This history shows that our target of $1.7 million is very achievable, and 
past experience tells us that the time to start fundraising is now – before 
the Christmas holiday season starts. 
To help kick off your efforts, I would highly recommend you set up web-
based fundraising for your car, and target your family, friends and work 
colleagues.  This method has been proven very successful for Trekkers 
over the past few years, and it raises well in excess of $200k each year. 
Anything web-based works very well with the millennial generation, and 
the web method is targeted more at people who might not normally 
donate to your car, rather than the regular multi-thousand dollar 
donations from corporates.  (Due to the costs involved, those larger 
donations are best made via a direct deposit into the RFDS Trek 
account, or via credit card.) 
It is simple to create your own page – simply click on the following link 
and follow the prompts (it helps if you have a photo of your car or crew 
ready to upload before you start)   www.outbackcartrekfundraising.com.au 
The bank account for direct deposits is RFDS Gift Fund No 2, Westpac 
Broken Hill, BSB 032-816, A/C 199 573. 
Credit card donations – please use the form at the end of this Trek Tripe 
and email into the Trek office. 

TALK TO YOUR LAPSED TREK MATES 
I know there are a number of people who have retired from the Trek who still have their Trek car sitting 
at home gathering dust.  If you are in contact with somebody who fits in this category, tell them how 
enticing the 2019 route is, and encourage them to come out of retirement and be part of the 30/$30 
million Trek next year.  It would be good to get some of the retired Trekkers back for one last event and 
go out with a bang.  
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WHERE ARE WE GOING IN 2019? 
We were very concerned about an early or a late wet season, so we performed our first survey of the 
2019 route in July, and the second survey in October.  Survey one necessitated a couple of changes to 
the original plan, and survey two saw all of the overnight towns, and the roads and tracks, are now 
locked in.  As per our emails and text messages sent out a month or so ago the route information is on 
the website, at https://www.outbackcartrek.com.au/where-are-we-going  

The meet at Renmark with Cut-A-Rama on Sunday night 2nd June, then on Monday morning we head 
off to Nurioopta in the Barossa, Rawnsley Park (Flinders Ranges), Marree, Birdsville, Boulia, Mt Isa, 
Adels Grove, Hells Gate, Lorella Springs, Mataranka, Jabiru and finishing in Darwin of Friday 14th June.  

Everybody is sure to love the route and roads we have chosen, and the lunch and overnight stops are 
set to impress. 

Mt Isa will be a shorter driving day in, and a shorter day out, allowing those people who wish to FIFO 
ample opportunity to do so.   We arrive into Mt Isa on a Saturday, and we have started to arrange a 
number of suitable mechanics to be available for repairs to Trek vehicles when we arrive. 

2019 TREK ENTRYS ARE ROLLING IN 
At the time of writing, we have had 31 people enter the 30/$30 Trek, with lots of encouraging phone 
calls from people who are “gunna” enter soon.  

The entry form can be downloaded here - https://www.outbackcartrek.com.au/how-to-enter  
BOOKING IN THE BAROSSA 
The evening meal in the Barossa is at Nuriootpa – buses are laid on to move everybody around, but 
please refer the comments in the entry form, and on the website, when you are booking accommodation.  
BRING YOUR SWIMMERS 
There will be several opportunities to grab a swim during some of the meal breaks, or at the overnight 
stops, later in the Trek.  Certainly, after we leave Mt Isa the temperatures will be warm enough to enjoy 
a swim every day.  Remember that not everywhere is suitable, as crocodiles are about in many of the 
places we will visit.  Bring along your swimmers and keep them handy, but keep your eyes peeled for 
the safety signs before you jump in. 
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TREK 2019, DARWIN AND V8 SUPERCARS 
The final night dinner will be held on the lawns of the Darwin SkyCity Casino at Mindil Beach, next to 
Cullen Bay and near the Darwin CBD.  We have arranged for buses to move people to and from the 
dinner that evening, but if you are not staying at the Casino please try and book within the CBD or Cullen 
Bay precinct, as the buses won’t be able to cover the entire Darwin metropolitan area. 

N.B.  The V8 Supercars will be in Darwin over the weekend we arrive, so I suggest you get in now and 
sort out your accommodation and flights home.  We have spoken to the tourism people, and they have 
no concerns whatsoever about Trekkers being able to obtain suitable accommodation, but they 
obviously stressed that you should look at booking now, rather than wait until into the new year. Book 
your accommodation and flights now, before Christmas. 

We are in ongoing talks with the V8 Supercar people, who are favourably considering having a number 
of Trek cars perform a lap of honour to celebrate the 30/$30 Trek, prior to the V8 feature race on the 
Saturday 15th June.  This will be a great opportunity to showcase your sponsors, the Trek and the RFDS 
to the national/international TV audience that the V8 Supercar Series enjoys. 

DARWIN ARRIVAL LUNCH 
The finish line at Darwin will be at lunchtime at Vestey’s Beach, only a couple of kilometres from the 
CBD.  If there is enough demand, we will put on a bus to bring partners out to the finish line to join us 
for lunch, but you will need to let me know numbers of people who might use a bus when you enter. 

CEVA FROM DARWIN 
CEVA be bringing our cars back from the finish line, and a booking form with prices will be included in 
the next Trek Tripe. 
GIVE THE OLD GIRL A CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
If you haven’t done so in the past year or so, I seriously suggest you consider giving your Trek car a 
Christmas present, in the form of new set of shock absorbers.  And pack a spare.  You should have the 
rest of her suspension professionally checked out as well, and also inspect the top turret where the 
shockie mounts into the car body for wear and tear.  The roads in FNQ and the NT are heavily impacted 
by the wet season, and if we have a bad or a late wet it will impact on the time Councils have to grade 
the roads before we get there.  Councils will try their hardest, however time might work against them. 

ANY FUNDRAISING EVENTS? 

Car 1966 from Victoria have their annual golf day on at the end of November – refer the page 
later in this newsletter.  Please let me know if you have any fundraising events coming up 
that you would like advertised in the next edition of Trek Tripe. 
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TREK CAR SAFETY CONCERNS 
The two largest safety issues we find with cars each year relates to people coming up behind Trek cars 
in the dust, and not being quickly able to properly see them, or identify them. 

ONE - make sure you have a bright rear facing white light at or above the drivers head height (175cm 
off the ground), so that a car coming up behind you can at least have a chance of seeing you in the dust.  
It is no good having the light mounted below that height – it must be mounted at head height or higher, 
away from the thickest dust. 

TWO - make sure your rear car numbers are 150mm high (yes 150mm), and placed at the upper right 
hand corner of your rear window, in a highly contrasting colour to the rear of your car (e.g. white or 
yellow numbers).   

If your rear window is too small, you will need to look at fashioning a mounting bracket (perhaps 
on a roof rack or similar) that will display your number properly. 

If you are in a vehicle that does not have a rear window (such as a vehicle with a tarp body or 
a pantechnicon body), you must fashion a mounting so that the number is high up at the right 
hand rear corner of the vehicle, and clearly stands out in a contrasting colour to the rest of the 
vehicle body.   

If you have spare wheels, swags, etc. mounted on the rear of the vehicle, you must create a 
mounting so that the rear number is not obscured by these items and is clearly visible from 
behind.  Again, you might to have to look at a roof rack or similar. 

AND – don’t forget to wash your light & number at least once per day J   

There are a couple of cars that have not complied in recent years and have not been pulled up, but 
there will be no exemptions into the future.  You will not be able to use the excuse “but it was like this 
last year”. 

SAVE THE DATE – THE 30/$30 TREK BALL  
To celebrate our 30th Outback Car Trek and the achievement of $30 million in donations, we 
are hosting a Black-Tie Ball that will be held on August 24th, 2019 at Luna Park in Sydney.  
We are talking with a number of hotels in the vicinity, to ask them to set aside blocks of rooms 
for the event.  We want to make sure our interstate and intrastate Trekkers and their supporters 
come along and help make the night a resounding success.  
PLEASE - save the date and start organising your table of ten now.  We have a small 
committee at the moment, but we need to expand it a little.  If you would like to put your hand 
up to be on the organising committee please let me know.  

A big THANK YOU to the folks at Luna Park, who have supported the Trek and the RFDS for 
a very long time. 
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2018 DRIVE 4X4 THE DOC  
The 2018 Drive 4x4 The Doc event will be held from Wednesday evening 14th November and 
will finish after lunch on Sunday 18th November 2018. 
We will meet for a wine tasting and dinner at the world renowned Oakdene vineyards on the 
Bellarine Peninsula near Geelong on the Wednesday, and over the next 4 days and nights we 
will travel along the Great Ocean Road, then up and over the Grampians before we arrive at 
our finish line near Moliagul for lunch, at the site of the birthplace of Dr John Flynn. 
It is only a couple of weeks to go, and we have 2 spaces left if you are interested.  If you would 
like to come along and have some fun, let me know. 

2019 BRIGHT SMILES CHARITY RIDE 

Save the date – we will be setting off down the south coast on Thursday 2nd May 2019, taking 
in some of the Snowy (and perhaps some High Country), before finishing up back near Sydney 
on Sunday 5th May.  I will survey the route and get the overnight towns out later in November. 
Save the date and ask some mates to come along.  We are already close to having a full event 
so get in early. 
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CAR CLASSIFIEDS 
We have several people approaching the Trek office looking for cars to buy.  Please let me 
know if your car is on the market, or if you know of a car that might be available for sale. 
 

FOR SALE: 1965 Ford XP Falcon, “CAR 300” 

This well set up Trek car is for sale and ready for it’s next owner 
to explore all that the outback has to offer. The 1965 Ford XP 
Falcon is a classic Aussie shape that turns heads wherever she 
goes. She is set up as follows: 

• Completed the 2017 Trek and a few Bashes before that 
• Larger Ford Pursuit 250 engine, five speed gear box 
• Modified XR6 axles set up by KCDR Drivetrains, spare 

stub axle, chassis reinforcements 
• Dual batteries (both in boot with additional terminals under bonnet), the second 

running the fridge and auxiliary) with custom engineered metal safety barrier 
• Cabin setup: Set up for three people (front x 2, rear left), Trek compliant full Sabelt 

harnesses and full rollbar installed by Bond Roll bars, positive pressure air pump in 
cabin to minimise dust, GME UHF radio, Brantz International 2S Pro rally computer 
with GPS antenna and remote, modern gauges, custom switch board with most 
switches in front of navigator, two separate Clarion Bluetooth stereo head units (one 
for cabin, one for roof) 

• Great 40L Engel Fridge bolted to floor in place of seat behind driver 
• Roof setup: Rhino Rack racks holding a roof basket that holds two spare tyres, air 

compressor, external speakers, dust lights, orange/clear ‘Police’ flashing light, spare 
stub axle, front and rear strobe lights, air horn (powered by compressor)  

• Large boot, positive air pressure from electric air fan, holds several swags and gear 
• Long range fuel tank 
• Solid front bull bar 
• Four spare panels (doors, wheel arches) 
• Number plate “CAR 300” included 
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Known issues requiring attention from her next owner: 

• Engine second cylinder not firing perfectly 
• Driver’s side tie rod 
• Steering box would benefit from tightening/upgrade 

Happy to answer any questions by phone. Car is located in Bowral NSW, 90 mins south of 
Sydney. Contact Alex on 0424 822 388. 
$12,000 ONO 
 
 

Hi Bill, could you please list my Mustang for sale?  
 
For sale 1965 Mustang owned and built by Phil Wickham 
Details: 

• Fully prepared for rallying and the Outback Car 
Trek  

• Comes with high output 289 V8,  
• 110 lt ally fuel tank,  
• Fully welded boxed and braced body,  
• Heavy duty suspension,  
• Ventilated disc brake front end 
• Racing Bosnjack 9” diff with Detroit locker,  
• Special axles,  
• Ford top loader gearbox  
• Full FAI roll cage   
• Racing seats  
• Terra trip etc 
• Car will be fully prepared and ready to Trek  
• Investment required – only $55,000  

Ring Phil Wickham on 0425 255 306 
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TREK CAR  FOR SALE 
Owner retiring after Bashing and Treking since 1986 
Mercedes 1970  250 Compac – manual and log books 
This is a one owner family car, original condition, includes 
original 4 hub caps ,  has never had an accident , little to no 
rust ,  converted and strengthened  for charity car rallies . 
This car has been in 10 Treks, 2 Beyond Bitumen and has 
been very reliable mechanically. 
Car has been modified and serviced by Daniel and Frank Klienig, 4 speed manual with full 
roll cage, three full harness ‘s  (2 front ,one rear seat ) , radio cassette player 
 Brantz 2 tripmeter plus spare Terra Trip, spare cables etc.  Pearce Simpson UHF Radio, 2 
spare wheels, spare radiator and lots of other spares, bearings, water hoses, distributor caps 
and rotars, shock absorbers, jerry cans, front light protectors and separate and fused  
electrical circuits etc  
Historic registration 85032H  Expiry 6-8-2019 
Price $30,000 can move a little but not much. 
Ross Alexander 0417385406  rosswalexander1@gmail.com   
This is a reliable, strong and classic trek car. 
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AND REMEMBER: 

 

ONLY 214 MORE SLEEPS 

UNTIL THE 2019  

30 TREKS FOR $30 MILLION  

OUTBACK CAR TREK! 
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PAYMENT OF DONATIONS BY CREDIT CARD 
 

 
Please complete and email to billp@outbackcartrek.com.au 

 

MasterCard, Visa or AMEX (please circle)   
Participant that you are sponsoring  _ _ _ _ 
 

Card Number; 

_ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _/ _ _ _ _ 
 

 

Card expiry date ___________   Signature ___________________________ 

 

 

Name on card _____________________________________________  

 

 

Name for receipt purposes ___________________________________ 

 

 

 

Donation  $____________ 
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Payment to be made via https://outbackcartrek2019.everydayhero.com/au/team-car-1966  
before entry is accepted. Please use team name when making payment 
 
Entry form to be copied and emailed to 
Barry Pitcher bazkim3@bigpond.com  Mob. 0418 569 855 
 

 
Team Name ______________________________ 

                  Player Name         Handicap       Email and Phone No. 

1. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Friday 23 November 2018  
12 noon gourmet sausage sizzle | 1pm shotgun start 

Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links Upper Beaconsfield, Victoria 
 

proudly supporting the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
CHARITY GOLF DAY 

ENTRY FORM 
4 Person Ambrose Team 


