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20 17  T R E K  E N T R IE S 
We currently have 58 cars entered into the 2017 Trek, plus supports.  A recent ring around 
has revealed that there are another 23 cars that are “definitely” going to enter, and a 
further 9 cars have advised that they are “probably” going to enter, plus a few that haven’t 
made up their mind yet.  We are on track for a similar number of entries as last year. 

I am off on a survey tomorrow, and I need to start talking knowledgeably to the various 
catering groups and committees that feed and water us along the Trek route.  That means 
we need to start to get a better handle on the participant numbers for this year’s event 
ASAP.   

If you are going to enter, can you please help out by getting your entry forms in sooner 
rather than later.  Perhaps ring me when I’m on my way to Griffith and let me know. 

G E T  Y O U R  D O N A T IO N S  I N  P L E A S E 
Please make sure that you get your donations in as quickly as you can.  The first 50% of 
your minimum is now past due, if you can follow it up please.  And as you can see from 
the stories on pages 3 & 4 of this newsletter, The Doctor has plenty of uses for the money. 

S Y D N E Y  S A F E T Y  C H E C K  D A Y 
Thanks again to Robert Hodges and his family, who will open up their Dural Tyrepower 
business on Sunday 7th May for the Sydney Safety Check.  Opposite Hungry Jacks on the 
corner of New Line Road and Sebastian Drive Dural, from 8 am to 11 am.  Please make 
every effort to be there. 
T R E K  S U R V E Y 
I am off on a survey tomorrow, making the finishing touches to the route, and meeting up 
with the various community groups who will look after us during Trek week, back in the 
office Saturday 25th March. 

Please keep those donations and entry forms rolling in, they will be banked and processed 
in my absence. 
T H E  T R E K  O F F I C E  H A S  M O V E D 
The Trek office has a new address - PO Box 5158, Dora Creek, NSW, 2264.  We ask that 
you change our postal address for all communications from today onwards. 

Our residential address is 27 Newport Road, Dora Creek, and all Trekkers are welcome to 
take the 45-minute drive up the M1 motorway and drop in for a coffee or a sandwich.  If 
you want to bring your Trek car for a run, we can put you onto some great roads in the 
Watagan Mountains, just 20 minutes from our front door, and you can make a day of it. 
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S Y D N E Y  D R IN K S  N I G H T 
Once again Howard Dredge has offered to welcome all Trekkers, supporters, families & 
friends at Phillips Foote for our annual drinks night. 

If you are able, please come along on Wednesday night 19th April and catch up with fellow 
Trekkers and supporters for the evening.  I will just be back from our final survey, and I will 
be able to share with you the latest information regarding the Trek route. 

The evening will start at 6pm, and you are more than welcome to stay for dinner 
afterwards. 

Thank you Howard & staff. 

S H A N N O N S  C R E E K  F L Y-I N 
In recognition of your hard work and support of the RFDS, Trek 2017 will be treated to a 
fly-in by an RFDS Kingair at the new Shannons Creek airstrip.   The airstrip is part of a 
significant upgrade to the Silver City Highway between Packsaddle & Tibooburra and will 
support the Royal Flying Doctor Service by creating a safe landing space for medical 
emergencies.   The strip will be operational and safe to use 24 hours a day in all-weather 
conditions.  Previously, residents living on properties in the area who had to travel up to 
two and a half hours to get to a hospital will now be able to receive help much faster. 

In the past the RFDS had to land on unsealed airstrips on isolated properties in places 
such as Packsaddle and Milparinka with property owners bearing the cost of maintaining 
the landing area. 

There aren’t that many road-landing airstrips in Australia, and this is your chance to be 
front and centre when a fully equipped RFDS plane flies in. 

E V E R YD A YH E R O  T O  H E L P  W I T H  Y O U R  D O N A T IO N S 
Each year we get more and more Trekkers using the secure web page 
“EverydayHero.com” to raise funds for the RFDS, and this year is no exception.  It is 
relatively easy to set up, and is a good way to attract donations from people you might not 
normally consider asking. 

To set up a page, simply visit http www.everydayhero.com.au/event/outbackcartrek2017  
and you can set up your own page.  You can personalise the page with your own photo, 
and wording.  If you run into any trouble, give me a call and we can talk you through it. 
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R E C O N C I L I A T I O N  A C T I O N  P L A N  (RAP)  
During the middle half of 2017, the Outback Car Trek will join with a great many other 
Australian organisations (including the RFDS) that have embraced the Reconciliation 
Action Plan philosophy.  

In short, a well-structured RAP will enable us to implement practical policies and actions 
that will ensure we build respectful relationships with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, wherever we are in Australia.   

S M O K I N G  C E R E M O N Y  

Part of our activities in the RAP area will be a “smoking ceremony” to be held at the start 
line in Griffith, for those cars that would like to take part.  By way of introduction, a smoking 
ceremony is one of the most significant ancient ceremonies performed by Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. The ceremony involves smouldering various native plants to 
produce smoke which are believed to have cleansing properties and the ability to ward off 
bad spirits. 

If you would like to take part in the (optional) smoking ceremony at the Trek start line, let 
me know by email, or ask one of the officials at the start line. 

R A IN  S T O P P E D  P L A Y 
The heavy rains in Sydney this week forced the cancellation of the Big Dog golf day, but 
John Gorman and his crew have already come up with an alternative date.  Tuesday April 
4th at Dunheved Golf Club is the place to be, so mark it in your diary now.  To book a spot, 
call John on 0418 296 262, Rob on 0413 857 412 or Greg on 0407 011 085 

Rumour has it that on the day, the Big Dogs new baby (PUP) will be introduced to the 
world.   

Come along and join the fun, a great day is sure to be had by all. 

T E A M  CX  F E A T  G A S T R O N O M E U IR E   
The annual Team CX Dinner & Auction is on at North Curl Curl Surf Club on Saturday 22nd 
April from 6:30 pm.  MC’d by Peter Overton the evening will be a night of glorious Italian 
food by Pilu, Ormeggio and Stella Blu.  Kate Lush and her band will provide some 
sensational entertainment, and Trek auctioneer in training Duncan Overton will help raise 
money with some wonderful items that have been donated from local businesses. 

To get your tickets – click on this link:  

www.eventbrite.com.au/e/team-cx-rfds-auction-dinner-tickets-
32429495494?utm_term=eventurl_text  
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M I N I  T R E K  

Gormo’s mini-trek is on 24th 25th and 26th March and promises to be another fun filled romp 
around the Southern Highlands.  Couples and family friendly, contact Rob on 0413 857 
412, Greg on 0407 011 085 or John on 0418 296 262,  

A U C T I O N  I T E M S 
Auctions during Trek week raise consistently around the $50k mark, but that can only 
happen if you can help by providing items to auction. 

If you have an item that you think will bring money at the Auction Night on Trek, please let 
me know.  Anything you can beg, borrow or steal is appreciated, especially items such as 
accommodation, restaurant vouchers, golf packages, wine, plus much much more. 
B A R R Y  P A R K S  N E E D S  A  M A T E 
Barry Parks nephew Paul has decided a trip to Europe is much more important than the 
Trek this year, so Barry is looking for a co-driver to help pilot his trusty Volkswagen around 
the Trek route.  Barry wants somebody who doesn’t smell too bad (for the first few days at 
least), and who is willing to pitch in with expenses and do some fundraising.  If you think 
you fit the bill Barry can be contacted on 0425 275 097. 

A R M ID A L E  A C C O M M O D A T I O N   
It seems a number of Trekkers still haven’t booked their rooms in Armidale.  There are a 
very large number of beds in Armidale, but being a university and boarding school town it 
can fill up pretty quickly if one of the schools or the university has something on. 

I suggest you get in and book now if you haven’t already done so. 
P O R T  M A C Q U A R IE  A T T R A C T I O N S  

Port Macquarie is one of the forgotten gems of the NSW mid north coast, and if you 
haven’t visited for a while you will be very pleasantly surprised when you get there.  The 
city has overtaken Coffs Harbour in terms of visitor stays, and overall economic activity.  
And it has managed to achieve that without losing its small town style and charm. 

Being so close to Sydney, and so easy to get to by air from Melbourne, lots of Trekkers 
are meeting their families at the finish line, and spending a few days enjoying the sub-
tropical weather of the coast and hinterland. 

The local tourism people are first class, and you can visit their web site at 

http://www.portmacquarieinfo.com.au/  
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S I S T E R  E V E N T S 
A year ago we decided to create several new and diverse events that targeted a wider 
demographic, all in support of the RFDS.   

In so doing we wanted to focus on attaching people to the RFDS charity much younger 
than is the case with the Trek, across a wider socio-economic background, and it was 
important that these new events had a lower barrier to entry than the 2WD Trek.  It was 
also important that these new events did not take up too much time – more of a “long 
weekend” concept that was attractive to people who were time-poor. 

To test the water in 2016 we ran the Bright Smiles Charity Ride, a three and a half day 
bitumen motor cycle event, in support of the RFDS Dental Programme, and we also ran 
the Drive 4x4 The Doc in Victoria in November over four days. 

Both of these events were very successful, and received rave reviews from all who 
attended.   We have agreed to add these two events to our annual calendar, plus one 
more Drive 4x4 The Doc event, and details of our 2017 calendar are as follows: 

• The Bright Smiles Charity Ride will start in Wisemans Ferry on Thursday evening April 
27th, and will finish at lunchtime Monday 1st May in Richmond NSW.  The overnight 
stops will be in Coolah (home of the Black Stump), Dubbo (the home base of the 
RFDS Dental Programme), and Canowindra.   

Visit the web site at  www.brightsmilescharityride.com.au for more details. 

• The Drive 4x4 The Doc NSW.  The exact route is still to be set, but we will be starting 
on the Wednesday evening 6th September in the Hunter Valley (most likely Pokolbin) 
and will travel through the Barrington Tops to Gloucester, across to the coast and 
finish in the Nelson Bay area at lunchtime on Sunday 10th September.   

• The Drive 4x4 The Doc Victoria. This event will commence on Wednesday evening 
15th November in Marysville, and will travel through the High Country and along the 
Murray River to Echuca, finishing with lunch at Echuca on Sunday 19th November.  As 
soon as we have sorted out a couple of niggly details, we will be able to announce the 
overnight towns and itinerary.  

Both of the Drive 4x4 The Doc events will be designed to be couples friendly (but no 
children), limited to around 25 vehicles, and each overnight town will boast enough 
accommodation for people who want to enjoy a motel or pub room each night. 

For more information on the Drive 4x4 The Doc events: www.drive4x4thedoc.com.au  
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S A V E  T H E  D A T E  -  R E V I V A L  L U N C H,  S U N D A Y  11 T H J U N E  

Rydges, and the Beach House Hotel, neighboring establishments right on the water in 
downtown Port Macquarie, will be running a “revival lunch” for Trekkers and their families 
& friends on the Sunday of the long weekend. I am meeting with their functions manager 
next week, and full details of what they have planned for us will be contained in the next 
newsletter.   

 
 
 

As well as Rydges Port Macquarie very generously supporting three cars in this years 
Trek, a portion of the proceeds from the lunch will be donated by Rydges Port Macquarie 
to the Flying Doctor. 

C A R S  F O R  S A L E 
Brad Lowe ran the Holden sedan #304 in the 2016 Trek, and got the taste so much he has 
decided to build his own purpose built Trek car for Trek 2018.  As a result his car, that was 
originally built and campaigned by Frank Kleinig for many years, is now up for sale.  Since 
coming back from the 2016 event, Brad has spent quite a bit of money on cleaning the car 
up, including a full refurb of all body panels, 
etc. 

The pertinent details are: 

• 1970 Holden HG Premier 
• 304 Brock Motor 
• 3 Speed Auto Column Shift 
• Custom Commodore Diff 
• Commodore Front and Rear Breaks 
• Wilwood 4 spot callipers on the front 
• Commodore Chaser rims 
• Commodore Front Seats 
• Nissan Patrol Bull Bar 
• Plus features and improvements too 

many to mention 

 

Give Brad a call on 0400 803 803 – he is motivated. 
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TREK  IC O N  FO R  SALE  

Howard Dredge is one of only 2 people to have 
participated in each of the first 27 Treks. 
As such Car 8 is an iconic piece of Trek history. 
Howard has decided to sell Car 8 and allow 
somebody else to write his or her own piece of Trek 
history.  
CAR 8 is a 1961 Mercedes Benz, 220S sedan, Reg. 
MAI929. With modifications. 

• The current owner purchased car 8 in 1988 from a Reverend in Cessnock 
as part of the deceased estate of a little old lady who used it to drive to 
church on Sundays. 

• It then did two other events before participating in the inaugural Trek in 1990 
and every Trek since. 

• Frank Kleinig resurrected and injected new life into the then ailing Merc in 
the late 1990’s    

• Car 8 has been strengthened and modified to Trek standard, it includes, 
disc brakes all around, roll cage and full harness seatbelts etc. 

• Daniel Kleinig has prepared the car for the past several years and he is 
currently prepping it to be Trek ready for the next Trek. 

• It is ready to roll. 
• It currently has a 280 Merc engine which has plenty of life left in it, having 

been well maintained in recent years. 
• It comes with spares of all sorts too numerous to mention including a spare 

250 engine.  And kitchen sink. 
• And the car carries most parts for running emergency maintenance with a 

comprehensive list. 
Contact Howard Dredge on 0412 241 148 and be pleasantly surprised by the 
investment required! 
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K E I T H  R I D E R  H A N G S  U P  H I S  H A R N E S S  

 

“Dear Bill, 

After having done quite a number of Treks, I find that I can no longer do any more 
Treks due to ill health and I wish to sell my car, Trek No 873. 

 It is a 1971 Toyota Corona Mk 2, 2 litre 6 cyl sedan. It comes with a complete set 
of spare wheels & tyres, stub axles, radiator, hoses etc. This car has completed 
every trek it has entered with almost no breakdowns and, in the past, has been the 
only car of its type in the Trek.  

This car, subject to scrutineering, is ready to go Price $7,500 ono  

Could I kindly ask you to put an entry in Trek Tripe if you don't mind.  

Many Thanks in advance. Kind Regards, Keith Rider Ph: 02 9819 6722.” 
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AND REM EM B ER 
 

ONLY  82 MORE SLEEPS !! 

 

 


